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22. (Thrice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
^ expandable member feeing expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a blood vessel disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable membe r. 

25\ ( Amended) lhe assembly of claim 22, whet 




le expandable member has a first 



configuratioirto allow for insertion of the assembly into a lumen in the body. 




\A3 28. (Amended) The assembly of claim 22, wherein the blood vessel is disposed 
adjacent to an exEb^or surface of the expandable member. 



29. (Twice Amended) The assembly of claim 22, wherein the blood vessel is at least as 
long as the longitudinal passage. 

30. (Twice Amended) The assembly of claim 22, wherein a portion of the blood vessel 
expends beyond at yeast one end of the longitudinal passage. 





3 1 . (Amended) The assembly of claim 30, wherein the portion of the blood vessel that 
extends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage folds back over a first end of the 
expandable member to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of the expandable member. 

32. (Amended) The assembly of claim 31, wherein the extending portion of the blood 
vessel folds back \o form a sleeve. \ ~ 

33. (Twice~Am^ided) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 
an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 

7 expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; ant 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the int^pr surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the tissue has a length about twibe as long as the expandable member and forms 
both an internal lining of the expandable member^d an external cover of the expandable 
member. 
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34. (Twice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein a first etad of the tissue extends beyond a first end of the expandable member and 
a second end of the tissue^extends beyond a second end of the expandable member, and wherein 
the first and second ends of The tissue both fold back over respective ends of the expandable 
member to meet about midway between the first and second ends of the expandable member to 
form an external cover of the expandable member. 




3\>. (Amended) The assembly of claim 22, wherein the blood vessel comprises a 
tubular stricture. 

37. Mmended) The assembly of claim 22, wherein the blood vessel comprises a body 

tissue. 

38. (An^nded) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member\being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposeavadjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the tissueVomprises a body tissue, 

wherein the body tissue comprises a blood vessel 




(Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

an Expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the^issue comprises a tubular structure, 

wherein the tubular structure comprises a mammalian blood vessel. 



;he tubular 
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ie assembly of claim 43, wherein the blood vessel is glued to the 




43. (Amended^ The assembly of claim 22, wherein the blood vessel is secured to the 
expandable member. 

44. (Amended) \The assembly of claim 43, wherein the blood vessel is stitched to the 
expandable member. 

45. (Amended) 
expandable member. 

46. (Amended) Thd^assembly of claim 43, wherein the blood vessel is welded to the 
expandable member. 

47. (Amended) The dfesembly of claim 43, wherein a first portion of the blood vessel 
is fixed to a second portion of [he blood vessel to secure the blood vessel to the expandable 
member. 

48. (Amended) An assebibly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; 

a tissue disposed adjacent to ttie interior surface of the expandable member; and 

^aTdelivery sheath which encompasses the exp andable member and the tissue. 

5 1 . (Thrice Amended) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an expahdable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; and 

providing a blood vessel adjacbnt to the interior surface of the expandable member 




53. (Amended) The method of claim 51, further comprising the step of placing the 
blood vessel adjacent to an exterior surface of the expandable member. 

54. (Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the blood vessel is at least as long as 
the longitudinal passage. 
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55. (Amended) 



The method of claim 54, further comprising the step of placing the 



blood vessel so that a portion of the blood vessel extends beyond at least one end of the 
longitudinal passage. I 

56. (Amended) The method of claim 55, further comprising the step of folding the 
portion of the blood vessel that extends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage back over a 
first end of the expandable^member to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of the 
expandable member. 

57. (Amended) The^nethod of claim 56, further comprising the step of folding the 
extending portion of the blooa vessel back to form a sleeve. 

58. (Amended) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps^f: 

providing an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable membe^ being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to tlife interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the tissue is at least as long as the longitudinal passage; 

placing the tissue so that a portionipf the tissue extends beyond at least one end of the 
longitudinal passage; and 

folding the portion of the tissue that extends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage 
back over a first end of the expandable member to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of 
the expandable member, 

wherein the tissue has a length about twice^as long as the expandable member and 
forms both an internal lining of the expandable member and an external cover of the 
expandable member. 

59. (Amended) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; and 
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providing a tissue 



adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 
wherein the tissue is at least as long as the longitudinal passage, 
further comprising the steps of: 



placing the^ tissue so that a first end of the tissue extends beyond a first end of 
the expandable member ai^d a second end of the tissue extends beyond a second end of the 
expandable member; and 

folding back tiie first and second ends of the tissue over respective ends of the 
expandable member to meet about midway between the first and second ends of the 
expandable member to form ayi external cover of the expandable member. 



v. 



6\ (Amended) The method of claim 51, further comprising the step of securing the 
blood vesseVto the expandable member. 

62. (Amended) The method of claim 51, further comprising the step of stitching the 



blood vessel to tfte expandable member. 

63. (Amended) The method of claim 51, further comprising the step of gluing the 
blood vessel to the expandable member. 

64. (Amended) method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable\member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically^table configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member; and 

welding the tissue to the expandable^ember. 

65. (Amended) A method of preparingSa graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable member having an inferior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member; and 
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fixing a first portion of the tissue to a second portion of the tissue to secure the tissue to 



XJP the 



expandable member. 





68. (THrice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 
a defonmable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

^ a bjood vessel disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the dejb rmable-member.- 



71. iSAmended) The assembly of claim 68, wherein the deformable member has a first 
figuration\o allow for insertion of the assembly into a lumen in the-bod y. 




TT^j 74. (Amended) The assembly of claim 68, wherein the blood vessel is disposed 
\ac 



^adjacent to an exterior surface of the deformable member. 




75. YTwice Amended) The assembly of claim 68, wherein the blood vessel is at least as 
long as the longitudinal passage. 

76. (Twice Amended) The assembly of claim 68, wherein a portion of the blood vessel 
exjends beyond at least one end of the longitudinal passage. 



(Amended) The assembly of claim 76, wherein the portion of the blood vessel that 
extends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage folds back over a first end of the 
eformableWLember to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of the deformable member. 

78. (Amended) The assembly of claim 77, wherein the extending portion of the blood 
vessel folds bafck to form a sleeve. . . 




1WT (Twice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 
a\deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
/jQ deformab lk member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometricallV stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein\the tissue has a length about twice as long as the deformable member and forms 
both an internalMining of the deformable member and an external cover of the deformable 
member. 
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80. (Twici Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

a deformab\e member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
Brmable member fceing deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposedVdjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein a first endW the tissue extends beyond a first end of the deformable member and 
a second end of the tissue emends beyond a second end of the deformable member, and wherein 
the first and second ends of the tissue both fold back over respective ends of the deformable 
member to meet about midway Wtween the first and second ends of the deformable member to 
form an external cover of the defo 



la ble membe r. 




81 . (Amended) The assembly of claim 80, wherein the first and second ends of the 
tissue are secureosiogether, secured to the deformable member, or secured to a portion of the 
tissue adjacent the interior surface of the deformable member. 

82. (Amended>\The assembly of claim 68, wherein the blood vessel comprises a 
tubular structure. 

83. (Amended) The\ssembly of claim 68, wherein the blood vessel comprises a body 

tissue. 

84. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

a deformable member having^ an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable mjm a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interidr surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue comprises a body tissv 

wherein the body tissue comprises a blood Vessel. 




87. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 
a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 
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/I a tissue disposed adjae^nt to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

\£S \ wherein the tissue comprises a tubular structure, 

wherein the tubular structure comprises a mammalian blood vessel. 




^ 89. (/^mended) The assembly of claim 68, wherein the blood vessel is secured to the 
deformable member. 

f^y/ 90. (Amqided) The assembly of claim 89, wherein the blood vessel is stitched to the 
deformable member. 

91. (Amended) The assembly of claim 89, wherein the blood vessel is glued to the 
deformable member. 

92. (Amended^ An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member bein^deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjaoent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is secured to the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is weMed to the deformable member. 

93. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body passageway comprising: 

a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable jpom a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is secured to the deformable member, 

wherein a first portion of the tissue is fi\ed to a second portion of the tissue to secure 
the tissue to the deformable member. 

94. (Amended) The assembly of claim 68,Vurther comprising a delivery sheath which 
facilitates insertion of the deformable member and the\lood vessel into the body. 




96. (Four Times Amended) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion infolT 
body comprising the ste£ 
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*^^> providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; and 

providing a blood vessel adjacent to the interior surfaee-of-the deformable-member 



fif. (Amended) The method of claim 96, further comprising the step of placing the 
blood vessel aaaacent to an exterior surface of the deformable member. 




99. (Amended) The method of claim 96, Wherein the blood vessel is at least as long as 
the longitudinal pasfc 

100. (Amende^) The method of claim 99,; further comprising the step of placing the 
\ i 

blood vessel so that a pottion of the blood vessel extends beyond at least one end of the 

bngitudinal passage. \ \ 

101. (Amended) TheNmethod of claim 100,\urther comprising the step of folding the 
portion of the blood vessel that\xtends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage back over a 
first end of the deformable memhet to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of the 
deformable member. 

102. (Amended) The method of claim 101, further comprising the step of folding the 
extending portion of the blood vessel back to form a sleeve. 

103. (Amended) A method\of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is at least as long as the longitudinal passage; 

placing the tissue so that a portion of the^tissue extends beyond at least one end of the 
longitudinal passage; and 

folding the portion of the tissue that extends ^beyond the end of the longitudinal passage 
back over a first end of the deformable member to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of 
the deformable member, 
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wherein the tissue has a length about twice as long as the deformable member and 
forms both an interna^ lining of the deformable member and an external cover of the 
deformable member. 

104. (Amended^ A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is at least as long as the longitudinal passage; 

placing the tissue so that a first end of the tissue extends beyond a first end of the 
deformable member and a second end of the tissue extends beyond a second end of the 
deformable member; and \ 

folding back the first and seconk ends of the tissue over respective ends of the 
deformable member to meet about midway between the first and second ends of the 
deformable member to form an external cover of the deformable member, 




106. (Ahaended) The method of claim 96, further comprising the step ol securing tne 
blood vessel to the aeformable member. 

107. (Amended)\The method of claim 96, further comprising the step of stitching the 
blood vessel to the deformable member. 

108. (Amended) The method of claim 96, further comprising the step of gluing the 
blood vessel to the deformable member. 

109. (Amended) A method ch\preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member haviite an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being deferrable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configurat 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of deformable member; and 

welding the tissue to the deformable member. 
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110. (Amended) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
passageway comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 



passage, the deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member; and 

fixing a first portion of the tissue to a second portion of the tissue to secure the tissue to 
the deformable member. \ ~ ~ 




113. (Twice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable stent that is expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a 
second geometrically ^table configuration; and 

a blood vessel configured to avoid exposure of the expandable stent to circulating body 
fluids when the assembly's inserted into the body. 

114. (Twice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable stent thkt is deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a 
second geometrically stable configuration; and 

a blood vessel configured\to avoid exposure of the deformable stent to circulating body 



fluids when the assembly is inserted\into the body. 




17. (Twice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body to form a portion of a 
body passageway comprising: 

an expandable member that is expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration 
to a second geometrically stable configuration; and 

a blood vessel disposed adjacent to the expandable member, 

wherein the assembly is constructed such that the assembly forms the portion of the body 
passageway after expansion of the expandable member. ^ 




121. x fAmended) The assembly of claim 117, wherein the blood vessel is disposed 
adjacent to an interior surface of the expandable member. 
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122. (Amended)\ The assembly of claim 117, wherein the blood vessel is disposed 
adjacent to an exterior surrace of the expandable member. 

123. (Amended) me assembly of claim 117, wherein the expandable member has an 
interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, and wherein the blood vessel is at least as long as 
the longitudinal passage 

124. (Amended) The assembly of claim 117, wherein the expandable member has an 
interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, and wherein a portion of the blood vessel 
extends beyond at least one end of the longitudinal passage. 

\ 

^ — ' 125. (Amended) The assembly of claim 117, wherein the blood vessel is secured to the 

expandable member. 

126. (Amended) The assembly oi\claim 117, further comprising a delivery sheath which 




facilitates insertion of the expandable member and the blood vessel into_the JiQjdv- 

3= 



129. (Twice Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body to form a portion of a 
^^^^C^body passageway comprising:^ 

a deformable member that is deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to 
a second geometrically stable configuration; and 

a blood vessel disposed adjaceri^to the deformable member, 

wherein the assembly is constructed such that the assembly forms the portion of the body 
passageway after deformation of the deformahde member. - 





133. (Amended) The assembly of claim 129, wherein the blood vessel is disposed 
adjacent to an interior surface of the deformable member. 

134. (Amended) The assembly of claim 129, wherein the blood vessel is disposed 
adjacent to an exterior surface of the deformable member. 

\ 

135. (Amended)^ The assembly of claim 129, wherein the deformable member has an 
interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, and wherein the blood vessel is at least as long as 
the longitudinal passage. ^ 

136. (Amended) ^he assembly of claim 129, wherein the deformable member has an 
interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, and wherein a portion of the blood vessel 

extends beyond at least one end of the longitudinal passage. 

\ 
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137. (Amended) 
deformable member. 

138. (Amended) 



The assembly of claim 129, wherein the blood vessel is secured to the 



The assembly of claim 129, further comprising a delivery sheath which 



facilitates insertion of the qpformable member and the blood vessel into the bodyr 



14 1\( Amended) A method of forming a portion of a body passageway comprising the 




steps of: 

providinj^an expandable member; 

providing aVlood vessel adjacent to the expandable member; 

inserting the expandable member and the blood vessel into the body; and 

expanding the expandable member subsequent to inserting the expandable member and 
the blood v&g sel into the bVly. 

144. \( Amended) The method of claim 141, wherein the step of providing the blood 
vessel include^ providing the blood vessel adjacent to an interior surface of the expandable 

ember. 

145. (Amended) The method of claim 141, wherein the step of providing the blood 
vessel includes providing the blood vessel adjacent to an exterior surface of the expandable 
member. 

146. (Amerfded) The method of claim 141, wherein the expandable member has an 
interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, and wherein the blood vessel is at least as long as 
the longitudinal passage.. 

147. (Amended)\ The method of claim 141, wherein the expandable member has an 
interior surface defining \ longitudinal passage, and wherein a portion of the blood vessel 
extends beyond at least one end of the longitudinal passage. 

148. (Amended) The method of claim 141, wherein the step of expanding the 
expandable member causes the\expandable member to assume an expanded configuration, and 
wherein the expandable member\in the expanded configuration and the blood vessel form the 
portion of the body passageway. 

149. (Amended) The mfethod of claim 141, wherein the step of expanding the 
expandable member includes expanding the blood vessel. 
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151. (Amended) The method of claim 141, further comprising the step of securing the 
blood vessel to the expandable member. 

152. (Amenffled) The method of claim 141, further comprising the step of providing a 
delivery sheath to facilitate the insertion of the expandable member and the blood vessel into the 
body. 

153. (Amended)\ A method of forming a portion of a body passageway comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a deformable member; 

providing a blood vessel adjacent to the deformable member; 

inserting the deformable member and the blood vessel into the body; and 

deforming the deformable member subsequent to inserting the deformable member and 
the blood vessel into the body such that the deformable member maintains a deformed 



configuration. ^ " 



\ 
r 



156. (Amended) The metApd of claim 153, wherein the step of providing the blood 
vessel includes providing the blood yessel adjacent to an interior surface of the deformable 
member. 



157. (Amended) The method of claim 153, wherein the step of providing the blood 
vessel includes providing the blood vessel adjacent to an exterior surface of the deformable 
member. 

158. (Amended) The method of claim 153, wherein the deformable member has an 
interior surface defining a longitudinal passage^and wherein the blood vessel is at least as long as 
the longitudinal passage. \^ 

159. (Amended) The method of claim 1\53, wherein the deformable member has an 



interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, and wherein a portion of the blood vessel 
extends beyond at least one end of the longitudinal passage. 



160. (Amended) The method of claim 153, ^herein the deformable member in the 
deformed configuration and the blood vessel form the portion of the body passageway. 



161. (Amended) The method of claim 153, 
deformable member includes deforming the blood vessel. 



erein the step of deforming the 
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163. (Amended) The method of claim 153, further comprising the step of securing the 
J^lopd-vessel rip the deformable member. 

164. (Amended) The method of claim 153, further comprising the step of providing a 
delivery sheath \o facilitate the insertion of the deformable member and the blood vessel into. the.. 
body. ^N^ 



ex 




165. (Amentied) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable to an extent necessary to secure the expandable member 
- relative to a body passageway; and 

a blood vessel disused adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member. 

166. (Amended) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable to an extent necessary to secure the 
expandable member relative to a boa^passageway; and 

providing a blood vessel adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member. 

167. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: ^ 

a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable to an\extent necessary to secure the deformable member 
relative to a body passageway; and 

a blood vessel disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member. 

168. (Amended) A method of preparing\a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being deformable toy an extent necessary to secure the 
deformable member relative to a body passageway; and 

providing a blood vessel adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member. 

169. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 
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an expandable stent that is expandable to an extent necessary to secure the expandable 
stent relative to aibody passageway; and 

a blood vessel configured to avoid exposure of the expandable stent to circulating body 
fluids when the assembly is inserted into the body. 

1 70. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable\stent that is deformable to an extent necessary to secure the deformable 
stent relative to a bodApassageway; and 

a blood vessel configured to avoid exposure of the deformable stent to circulating body 
fluids when the assemblyus inserted into the body. 

171. (Amended) \\n assembly for insertion into a body to form a portion of a body 
passageway comprising: 

an expandable membefc that is expandable to an extent necessary to secure the expandable 
member relative to the body passageway; and 

a blood vessel disposed adjacent to the expandable member, 

wherein the assembly is constructed such that the assembly forms the portion of the body 
passageway after expansion of the expandable member. 

172. (Amended) An assembly for insertion into a body to form a portion of a body 
passageway comprising: 

a deformable member that is defonriable to an extent necessary to secure the deformable 
member relative to the body passageway; and 

a blood vessel disposed adjacent to the deformable member, 

wherein the assembly is constructed such tnfcrt the assembly forms the portion of the body 
passageway after deformation of the deformable member. 



Please add thex fallowing r laims ; 



173. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 



002.1011636.1 



-17- 



Serial No. 09/154,274 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable membenbeing expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the tissuevhas a length about twice as long as the expandable member and forms 
both an internal lining of\the expandable member and an external cover of the expandable 
member. 

174. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable member Having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
/ /expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
^geometrically stable configuration; akd 

a tissue disposed adjacent to tha interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein a first end of the tissue extends beyond a first end of the expandable member and 
a second end of the tissue extends beyond aysecond end of the expandable member, and wherein 
the first and second ends of the tissue both ibid back over respective ends of the expandable 
member to meet about midway between the fn$st and second ends of the expandable member to 
form an external cover of the expandable membe 

175. (New) The assembly of claim 174, ^herein the first and second ends of the tissue 
are secured together, secured to the expandable member, or secured to a portion of the tissue 
adjacent the interior surface of the expandable member. 

176. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface, defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and \ 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the tissue comprises a body tissue, 

wherein the body tissue comprises a blood vessel. 
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177. (New) The assembly of claim 176, wherein the blood vessel comprises at least 
one of a recently extracted blood vessel and a thawed blood vessel which had been previously 
extracted and frozen. 

178. (New) The Assembly of claim 176, wherein the blood vessel comprises a vein. 

179. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 



a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

iris 

wherein the tubular structure comprises a mammalian blood vessel. 



wherein the tissue composes a tubular structure 




180. (New) The assembly\of claim 179, wherein the mammalian blood vessel 
comprises a human blood vessel. 

181. (New) An assembly for^nsertion into a body comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member; and 

\ 

a delivery sheath which facilitates insertion of the expandable member and the tissue 
into the body. \ 

182. (New) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

v 

wherein the tissue is at least as long as the longitudinal passage; 

\ 
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placing the tissue so that a portion of the tissue extends beyond at least one end of the 
longitudinal pdfesage; and 

folding me portion of the tissue that extends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage 
back over a first end of the expandable member to a position adjacent to an exterior surface of 
the expandable member, 

wherein the tissue has a length about twice as long as the expandable member and 
forms both an internal lining of the expandable member and an external cover of the 
expandable member. 

183. (New) ^method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable number being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
nfiguration to a second geometrically stable configuration; and 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member, 

wherein the tissue is at leastVs long as the longitudinal passage, 

further comprising the steps of:\^ 

placing the tissue so that a first end of the tissue extends beyond a first end of 
the expandable member and a second end o v f the tissue extends beyond a second end of the 
expandable member; and 

folding back the first and second\^nds of the tissue over respective ends of the 
expandable member to meet about midway between the first and second ends of the 
expandable member to form an external cover oftlife expandable member. 

184. (New) The method of claim 183, furthe^comprising the step of securing the first 
and second ends of the tissue together, to the expandable v member, or to a portion of the tissue 
adjacent the interior surface of the expandable member. 

185. (New) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 
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providing an expandable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable member being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the expandable member; and 

welding the tissue to th^ expandable member. 

186. (New) A methoa of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an expandable niember having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the expandable memberV being expandable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the\interior surface of the expandable member; and 

fixing a first portion of the tissue to a second portion of the tissue to secure the tissue to 
the/expandable member. 

1 87. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue has a length about twic^as long as the deformable member and forms 

both an internal lining of the deformable member and an external cover of the deformable 

member. 

188. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of thexleformable member, 

wherein a first end of the tissue extends beyond a first end of the deformable member and 
a second end of the tissue extends beyond a second end of the deformable member, and wherein 
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the first and second ends of the tissue both fold back over respective ends of the deformable 
member to me&t about midway between the first and second ends of the deformable member to 
form an externaAcover of the deformable member. 

189. (New) The assembly of claim 188, wherein the first and second ends of the tissue 
are secured together, secured to the deformable member, or secured to a portion of the tissue 
adjacent the interior mirface of the deformable member. 

190. (New) Aji assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being, deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue/c\mprises a body tissue, 

wherein the body tissue comprises a blood vessel. 

191. (New) The assernbly\pf claim 190, wherein the blood vessel comprises at least 
one of a recently extracted bloo^i vessel and a thawed blood vessel which had been previously 
extracted and frozen. 

192. (New) The assembMof claim 190, wherein the blood vessel comprises a vein. 

193. (New) An assembly foV insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable member havingv an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable ^om a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue comprises a tubular structure, 

wherein the tubular structure comprised a mammalian blood vessel. 

194. (New) The assembly of claim 193\wherein the mammalian blood vessel 
comprises a human blood vessel. 

195. (New) An assembly for insertion into a\body comprising: 
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a deformable member 



having an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 



deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 



geometrically stable configuration; and 

a tissue disposed adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 
wherein the tissue is secured to the deformable member, 
wherein the tissue is welded to the deformable member. 

196. (New) An assembly for insertion into a body comprising: 

a deformable member haying an interior surface defining a longitudinal passage, the 
deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable configuration to a second 
geometrically stable configuration; £jid 

a tissue disposed adjacent to tke interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is secured to the deformable member, 

wherein a first portion of the tissue is fixed to a second portion of the tissue to secure 
the tissue to the deformable member. 

197. (New) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member haying an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being aeformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is at least as long as the longitudinal passage; 

placing the tissue so that a portion of the tissi^ extends beyond at least one end of the 
longitudinal passage; and 

folding the portion of the tissue that extends beyond the end of the longitudinal passage 
back over a first end of the deformable member to a positron adjacent to an exterior surface of 
the deformable member, 
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wherein the tissue has a length about twice as long as the deformable member and 
forms both an internal lining of the deformable member and an external cover of the 
deformable member. 1 

198. (New) \A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps oft 




providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
J passage, the deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second ^geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue Adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member, 

wherein the tissue is^at least as long as the longitudinal passage; 

placing the tissue so that a first end of the tissue extends beyond a first end of the 
deformable member and a second end of the tissue extends beyond a second end of the 
deformable member; and 

folding back the first andWcond ends of the tissue over respective ends of the 
deformable member to meet about^midway between the first and second ends of the 
deformable member to form an exte^ial cover of the deformable member. 

199. (New) The method claim of 198, further comprising the step of securing the first 
and second ends of the tissue together\to the deformable member, or to a portion of the tissue 
adjacent the interior surface of the deferrable member. 

200. (New) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a deformable member having an interior surface defining a longitudinal 
passage, the deformable member being deformable from a first geometrically stable 
configuration to a second geometrically stable configuration; 

providing a tissue adjacent to the interior surface of the deformable member; and 

welding the tissue to the deformable member. 

201. (New) A method of preparing a graft prosthesis for insertion into a body 
comprising the steps of: 
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